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Principal

Hi all once again and welcome back to the second half of Term 4 .

First ly, I just want to send out a huge thank you to the parents, students and staff who attended, supported 
stalls, volunteered for act ivit ies and just pitched in to set up or pack up at the school Fête on 10 November.  
Fête was another spectacular success and I was so proud to be the principal of a school with such 
significant community spirit .  I know  the effort  in support ing this event was well worth it  for the Kingsford 
Smith School community.  I also want to pass on my thanks to the P and C who worked t irelessly preparing 
and running this school event for our school community.  Thank you all and well done.  

As many of you may know this year is the 100 year Anniversary of the Armist ice that marked the official 
end of World War 1.  As the actual anniversary date fell on a Sunday we commemorated this significant 
event with a Remembrance Day ceremony on the12 November with a whole school assembly at 11 am.  
We had a number of our student cadets in full uniform act as a guard of honour, Ian Sayers OAM from the 
Belconnen sub-branch of the Returned and Services League address the school and the trumpet pieces of 
the last post and rouse played by our Year 9 student Toby Davis.  It  was a moving and memorable occasion 
and I thank the teaching team who put together the event, as well as the class room act ivit ies for our 
students, ably led by Steve McIntyre.

We also had another commemorat ive event for the 100 year Anniversary of the 
Armist ice through a grant provided by the office of the Federal Member for 
Fenner Dr Andrew Leigh.  The grant was used to create a World Map painted on 
our grounds that would highlight the places Australians had been involved in 
World War 1 conflicts.  This was the brain child of the Year 9 Humanit ies and 
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Thank you all for your support of our school fête. It was a 
wonderful day with fun had by all. 

  

Special thanks go out to our wonderful volunteers. Without 
them, we wouldn?t have a fête to enjoy. 

This year we ran a raffle to recognise the effort of our 

community of volunteers. We are pleased to announce the 
lucky winner is? Leigh Andreatta. Congratulations! Thank 

you for helping us create a memorable event.      
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Social Sciences (HaSS) students led by their 
teachers and in part icular the energy and 
enthusiasm of Mel Timpson.  It  is a great legacy for 
our school and there are already plans on how the 
map can be used in a range of ways across the 
curriculum for all students at Kingsford Smith 
School.

Last week I had the pleasure 
of attending the Panda 
Awards ceremony at  the 
Chinese Embassy.  These 
awards were inst igated by the 
Australian China friendship society.  The ceremony 
exists to celebrate the entries of students in the 
competit ion theme, which this year was Chinese 
musical instruments.  We had a number of students 
receive awards but we were also entertained by 
ANU  musicians playing Chinese instruments and 
learnt about the embassy staff and their children at 
the awards.  I was fortunate to represent the 
schools present with a short  speech.  Our students, 
along with our staff of Dong Mei Yang and Royce 
Vagg , led the audience in some simple Chinese 
songs, which was well received. Overall this was 
another great celebrat ion of our Mandarin program 
at Kingsford Smith School.

This week our Primary School Leaders for 2019 
were selected after the nominees presented their 
speeches to all our primary school students.  I was 
so proud of the number and quality of the student 
speeches which once again demonstrated the 
leadership potent ial within our student body at 
Kingsford Smith School.  All nominees received 
significant votes but the students who were 
successfully selected as Primary School Leaders for 
2019 were:  Scarlet t  Murray, Leila Billington, Cody 
Van Zomeren and Dylan Sim.  Congratulat ions not 
only to these students but to all the students who 
were nominated for these posit ions.

Over the last week and in coming weeks members 
of our school bands will be visit ing local schools to 
show their talents and have primary students see 
the wonderful opportunit ies that await  them if they 
come to the band program at Kingsford Smith 
School.  I thank the band members involved and 
Tim Sinclair our band leader.  I look forward to the 
performance for our primary students next week.

This week too, we have had Preschool Informat ion 
Sessions for prospect ive families joining our 
preschool in 2019.  It  was pleasing to see such a 
turn out and I thank our preschool team, the 
preschool execut ive, Julie But ler and in part icular 
our transit ion officer for preschool, Peta-Marie 
Bellew, for her engaging presentat ion to families.

Last ly, yesterday saw our rolling School Discos in 
the primary hall over the afternoon and evening.  
Start ing at 2 pm for our junior students, followed 
by our middle primary from 5 pm and last ly our 
middle and senior students from 7.30 pm.  These 
events are a great way for students to socialise 
through music and dance and have some fun with 
their peers.  We had a very successful series of 
discos and I thank the teaching staff who came to 
support the events as well as do a host of jobs 
before, during and after each disco.  In part icular I 
would like to thank Kat ie Langridge for the key 
organisat ion of these highly successful events.

Thanks again for your ongoing support to your 
school community.

Paul

  Deput y  Pr inc ipal

As we come to the end of the year it  is t imely to 
think about what we have done in 2018 to get to 
where we are. To be able to self-reflect is the first  
step to improvement, and it  is the constant need to 
improve and get better that is the common thread 
at KSS; from the 3 year-old pre-school student 
right through to Mr Branson as the Principal. It  is 
this att itude of improvement that direct ly relates 
to the ?O? for Optimism in our HERO values. 
Improvement doesn?t happen through a one t ime 
effort , it  comes from small regular wins. If you want 
to get fit  you don?t go out and run a marathon on 
your first  go, you slowly build up your fitness over 
t ime by doing a lit t le bit  each day. Achievement at 
school is the same. If you want to do better in your 
subjects, do a lit t le bit  of pract ise (like homework) 
every day because small wins matter. Those small 
wins over t ime turn into big wins that you can be 
proud of. If you?re not sure how to do this then ask 
your teacher and they will be more than happy to 
help. Teachers love to help all students, but 
especially those who want to help themselves.  
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  I would also like to draw your attent ion to someone 
in the school who has an except ionally Optimist ic 
att itude - Laura Zhang. Laura is the first  student at 
Kingsford Smith School, from Pre-School to Year 10, 
to achieve a Bronze Award as part  of PBL (Posit ive 
Behaviour for Learning). Laura has received over 20 
?High Flyer? awards this semester for being a Safe, 
Respectful, Learner and she deserves to be 
congratulated for being such an outstanding 
member of the KSS community. Congratulat ions 
Laura! 

Good luck to all students for the end of the term. 

Peter Radford  

   

Kenny  Ko al a

Last Friday, Kenny Koala visited Kindergarten 
and Preschool students. He discussed  how we 
can stay safe at different places. Students had a 
great t ime talking to him and watching his car 
with the lights and the sirens on. 
 

Pr escho o l  st udent s v is it  t o  

Kinder gar t en 

Preschool children visited the kindergarten 
classrooms to eat lunch together. They watched 
how and where kindergarten students eat and 
sit  during eat ing t ime. They also learned how 
kindergarten children line up and wait  for the 
outside playt ime bell. These act ivit ies will 
support our preschool students make the 
transit ion for next year. 

Preschool students also made poppies and 
part icipated in the Remembrance Day Assembly.

 

Kinder gar t en 

In Literacy, Kindergarten students have been 
learning about procedures and recipes during 
reading and writ ing. Alongside these act ivit ies, 
our students read and listen to a number of 
picture books.  This supports their development 
of reading and writ ing skills, expanding their 

vocabulary and use of punctuat ion. During 
speaking and listening act ivit ies, students focus 
on using describing words by talking about a 
favourite character from a book. Students 
cont inue to work on their let ter and spelling 
patterns during LINK (Learning what I Need to 
Know). 

In Numeracy, students have been learning about 
days of the week and linking events to specific 
days. The children look at the events that make a 
connect ion with their everyday rout ines. During 
number learning, students have been playing 
different maths games to pract ice addit ion and 
subtract ion skills. They learn how to place a 
number on the number line and explain their 
reasoning. 

During Inquiry, students have been looking at 
how to sort  and group materials on the basis of 
observable propert ies such as colour, texture 
and flexibility.  We observed what happens to 
different objects if they get wet. Students will be 
test ing some waterproof objects in coming 
weeks.
Congratulat ions to Zain, Henry and Rowan from 
Kindergarten who won the Panda award for 
creat ing Chinese artwork. They received their 
award at the Chinese Embassy. Well Done boys!

Har l een, Pet a-Mar ie, Br it t any , Angel a, 
Michel l e, Sal l y , Tr acey

Year  1                                                                                                                                                                      

During literacy act ivit ies, Year One have been writ ing 
imaginat ive and creat ive sentences making sure to 
include a noun and a verb. We have been 
experimenting with quest ion marks at the end of a 

quest ion and exclamation marks to show feeling. 

In Numeracy, we have been collect ing data and 
creat ing visual representat ions of what we have 
found. We used a tally to find out which fruits were 
the most popular at fruit  break t ime and created 

picture graphs to show the results. 
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We have cont inued our Inquiry focus on past and 
present by invest igat ing changes in communicat ion. 
We have explored how telephones have evolved 
over t ime and learnt how pigeons used to deliver 

mail!  

In week four we had a special visit  from Kenny 
Koala. He reminded us about staying safe in our 
community and the importance of not talking to 

strangers. We also got a special t reat when Kenny 

showed us his police car with flashing lights and 

sirens! 

  Bec , Tay l o r  and Shanno n

Year  2

Year 2 have been achieving learning goals and 
celebrat ing their year long growth in literacy. 
Students have been doing final edits and publishing 
for persuasive pieces. They have been learning how 
to use quest ioning as a strategy to support reading. 
Asking quest ions before a text can support 
vocabulary building and act ivate prior knowledge, 
asking quest ions during the text helps us to 
maintain our understanding of what is happening. 
Finally asking quest ions after reading a text allows 
us to make connect ions between the text and our 
personal experiences. 

In maths students have been telling t ime to the half 
and quarter hour using the language of ?past? and 
?to?. Year 2 have also been dividing shapes and 
collect ions of items into halves, quarters and 
eighths. These two topics share a common language 
and it  would be a great opportunity for students to 
pract ice using this language in other sett ings such as 
telling the t ime before going on out ings on the 
weekend.
In other areas students have been cont inuing to 
explore renewable and non-renewable resources 
with a focus on how we use water in our lives. To 
extend this we have also been researching the 
significance of local sites including the Cotter dam 
and its links to Aboriginal and Torres Strait  Islander 
history.  In health and PE students are examining 
health messages and learning how to make safe and 
healthy choices. Children have also been enjoying 
tennis clinics this term as they learn how to strike a 
ball and some of the other basic skills used in the 
game. 

Mar ee, Shar o n, Aniya, Emil y  and Ro yce

Year  3

Year 3 students have been working hard at learning 
about the structure of procedural texts, and how 
they apply to everyday life. Students have seen the 
impact, of detailed and specific word choice, when 
writ ing their procedure. We are also cont inuing to 
study different spelling patterns, most recent ly ?-ly? 
and ?-ed?, and learnt that these are both suffixes 
which are added onto a base word. In reading, 
children have been learning about different reading 
comprehension strategies such as summarising and 

predict ing. 

We have just finished our unit  on money, which was 
lots of fun as students got to go on various virtual 
shopping trips with a budget and for a specific 
purpose. We have just begun our unit  on capacity, 
mass and length, with students predict ing the 
capacity of a variety of objects, including water 
bott les, jugs and cups. Our large unit  on 
mult iplicat ion has come to and end. This unit  helped 
us develop our fluency, mental recall of, and 
pictorial representat ions of the 2,3,5 and 10 t imes 
tables. We will begin our unit  on division this week, 

as this closely relates to mult iplicat ion. 

Students are st ill learning about different 
celebrat ions and commemorat ions in Australia. 
With our recent Remembrance Day assembly, we 
talked about the tradit ions, its purpose and why it  is 
a big part  of Australia?s history. 

Students are also extending their knowledge on the 
different food groups, and why each of them are 
important. Students should be able to share with 
their families that grains  provide us with 
carbohydrates, vegetables for minerals, vitamins 
and fibre, dairy for protein, fruit  for carbohydrates 
and vitamins and meat, and meat alternat ives, for 

protein and other important minerals. 

Kat ie, Jude and Jack

Year  4

 We are at the end of our Food and Fibre unit , with 

students growing some fabulous plants using their 
knowledge about soils. Students appraised their 
design, recorded the plant growth and made 
conclusions about soil types and layering, to obtain 
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the correct mix for maximum plant growth.
 During World Navigators, students became 
researchers of their chosen navigator and completed 
slides to present their findings. Year 4 extended their 
knowledge and gained deeper meaning by asking 
further quest ions about their explorer. Students 
enjoyed the history of explorat ion, and gained 
further insight into the endeavours of the past to 
navigate the globe.
 In our Material World unit , students' understanding 
of natural resources has grown. Researching 
different types of materials, and asking specific 
quest ions, students created colourful posters to 
present their information and understanding of the 
impact of materials on the earth.
 In measurement, we are learning about area, 
perimeter and volume. Next week, students will be 
pract ising their skills by calculat ing the area and 
perimeter of objects in the school.
 Students are st ill working on comprehension 
strategies during literacy. They have applied their 
new understanding of quest ioning to various books 
they are reading. We will now focus on making ?text 
to self?, ?text to text? and ?text to world? connect ions. 
We have seen some amazing poetry from students as 
we work through the different language features of 
poetry.
 As respect for Remembrance Day, we analysed In 
Flanders Fields, understanding when, why and who 
wrote the poem. Students then wrote their own 

stanza poem based on In Flanders Fields. 

Bec Newt o n, Mel  Ky l e, Ker r i Insl ey

Year  5

Year 5?s have been cont inuing to work on poetry. 
They have moved on from similes and metaphors to 
hyperbole which is using exaggerat ion to add detail 
to the poem. In the coming weeks students will be 
working on sentence structure, including adding 
detail to sentences by using connect ives (for 
example, using words such as but, and, although and 
however) to create compound and complex 

sentences.  

Over the last few weeks we have completed a 
number of mini maths units on volume and capacity, 

and we are now moving onto reading 24 hour t ime, 
elapsed t ime and shape transformations such as flip, 
slide and turn. We cont inuing to look at order of 
operat ions (BIDMAS), and mental computat ion of 

mult iplicat ion and division. 

We are cont inuing on our economics and business 
inquiry unit  where we are looking at the allocat ion of 
resources. 

We are also st ill exploring in our space inquiry unit  
which looks at the relat ionship between the Sun, 
Earth and Moon, and how they influence our 
everyday life. 

As part  of our natural disasters unit  we have begun 
creat ing our bushfire plans for our individual houses, 
and how we can best protect ourselves and families if 

one were to occur. 

Thanks, Dean, Nat haniel  and Nico l a.
 

  Middle School 

Year 8 HaSS students have been working hard on 
a real-life business assignment. Students needed 
to create a business model. This entailed 
selecting a charity or cause to donate to, and 
surveying staff and students to collect data on 
what will be successful for their specific ideas. 
Last week students held their fundraising stalls to 
great success.  

We have the KSS Summer Concert and Exhibition 
on Wednesday 28 November, where students 
from all age groups will showcase their artwork 
and perform music and dance. For any middle 
school students, who completed art or 
technology earlier in the year and want their 
work on show; please remember to bring it in 
before the evening for displaying.  

Students from LSP Yellow have been attending 
their work experience at Canberra City Cares for 
last three weeks. The students had the 
opportunity to work in the garden and the Op 
Shop. They did some weeding, planting  and 
picked the vegetables and fruits. They restocked 
the shelves and worked on the till.  
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