
 100 Starke Street              Web: www.kss.act.edu.au                             Telephone: (02) 6142 3399 

    HOLT  ACT  2615            E-Mail: info@kss.act.edu.au                       Facsimile: (02) 6142 3428 

Yo u can v iew t he KSS Co mmunit y  Cal endar  
at  b it .l y \KSS-co mmunit y -cal endar  

Newsl ETt er  Fr iday  9 no v ember   2018

Principal

Hello all once again.  Unless you have been living under a rock, you will know that this Saturday is our Annual School  
Fête.  The day kicks off at  11.00 am and runs through t ill 3pm.  There are lots of fun things to do on the day and it  is a 
real community event.  This year sees the return of some favourites, with plants, books and some white elephant 
stalls. There are st ill spots open to volunteer if you want to lend a hand, but otherwise I look forward to seeing you 
all then.

Two weeks ago we celebrated World Teachers Day and our P and C provided a gift  for each of our staff.  I want to 
thank the P and C, and part icularly Christ ine Orr, for this kind act.  

Regular readers of the newsletter will know I like to celebrate the achievements and effort  of our staff, students and 
other school community members.  On Thursday night this week,  four of our school staff, who were nominated for 
Public Educat ion Awards, at tended the ceremony for Celebrat ing Excellence.  The staff pictured are (L-R) Alex 

Breen, nominated as a School Leader; Dzintra Jones, 
nominated as school teacher; Kim May, nominated as 
Support Staff and Matt  Marasco, nominated as a New 
Educator.  Congratulat ions to all our staff on these 
nominat ions.

A few weeks ago, we had several of our students travel to 
Ballarat in Victoria with Act ion Calisthenics for the Royal 
South Street  Society (RSSS) calisthenics compet it ion. I want 
to congratulate Lauren, Georgia, Nicola, Tayla, Jazmyn, 
Sanuli, Lily and Chloe on their part icipat ion in this event. 

Last ly, I want to thank all the staff and students, who part icipated in the High Society event on Tuesday to raise 
money for Pegasus, a charity which supports a range of our students through equine therapy.  In part icular, thanks to 
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We hope you are all excited for the fete tomorrow.   

There will be lots to see and do with rides, 
chocolate trailer and many stalls, including crafts, 

plants, books, food, community and small 
business stalls.   

We are still in need of helpers for the day. Please 
consider spending 30mins helping out on a stall. 
Sign up at www.volunteersignup.org/4MMDM. 

  Head to Facebook for more information ? 
Kingsford Smith School Fete 2018  

Email: contact@ksspandc.org |  ksspandc.org  
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Preschool enrolments 

for 2019 are open! 
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Tim Sinclair and Kate Langenhorst for their effort  
organising students on the day.  Good bye t ill next t ime.     
Paul 

Deputy  Principal

Hello everyone. My name is Alex Breen and I am the 
current act ing Deputy Principal for the primary school, 
while Simon is act ing Principal at Isabella Plains Early 
Childhood School. I have been overwhelmed with your 
welcome and I am excited to be in this role at KSS.

Last week, there was a buzz of excitement through the 
buildings for the Preschool to Year 5 Learning Journeys. 
It  was wonderful to hear the students sharing their 
learning in their classrooms. This event is always a great 
way for the community to view and discuss the learning 
that is taking place at KSS. It  was a great turn out ? so 
thank you for coming along to share the journey!

On Thursday 1 November it  was ?Music Count Us In 
Day?. This is a nat ional day to promote singing and music 
in the classroom. All schools from around Australia stop 
at a part icular t ime to sing a song that has been 
composed especially for that year. Originally, KSS were 
going to perform this sing along as part  of the Grand 
friends morning tea, but when that was cancelled it  was 
decided, as a primary school, to st ill join together in 
song. We had a great t ime singing this year?s song, ?One 
Song?, led by the Primary School Choir who did an 
amazing job on such short  not ice. Thank you to all that 
helped make it  happen!

We would like to thank Woolworths Kippax for 
donat ing a fruit  box for Kindergarten to Year 2 each 
week this term. Having fruit  is essent ial for keeping 
students brain?s act ive and focused. A special mention 
to Diane from Fusion Op Shop Kippax for all her work in 
coordinat ing this.

This week on Tuesday, the whole school part icipated in 
a fundraiser for Pegasus Riding for the Disabled, called 
?High Society?. The primary school were able to wear a 
bow t ie or flower in their hair and make a gold coin 
donat ion for Pegasus. Thank you for your donat ions, it  
was great to see the involvement of the primary school 
in this event.

By now, all primary school parents and carers should 
have received not ificat ion about class placements for 
2019. It  would assist  great ly if you could not ify us of any 
students who are not returning to KSS next year. In 
addit ion, you are invited to provide any other 
information which we can take into considerat ion when 
attempting to make the most appropriate placement of 
each child for 2019. If you have not yet received this 
not ificat ion, please let the front office know and they 
will resend the note to you. Please return this to the 
front office ASAP, or alternat ively you can send me an 
email with the relevant information.

Finally, in planning for 2019, stat ionary pack notes will 

be emailed home soon to ensure that the students at 
KSS have the appropriate equipment to begin the 2019 
school year. If you do not have an email address, a paper 
copy will be sent home. (Communicat ion notes home to 
primary school families are now generally emailed home 
to the current email address on file. If you have a change 
of email address, please inform the front office.)

If there is anything I can do to enhance your child?s 
learning or wellbeing at KSS, please do not hesitate to 
make an appointment through the front office or send 
me an email Alex.Breen@ed.act.edu.au 

See you at the Fete!

Alex
 

PRESCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN  

 Hospital?s Neonatal Intensive Care Unit . We have 
collected almost 300 this term ? and it?s only week 4. 
The KSS community are amazing. We even had beanies 
arrive from Cooma and Wauchope in Northern NSW!. 
We will donate the beanies at the end the school year so 
there?s st ill t ime if you wish to add your contribut ion. 
The hospital will then distribute them across Australian 
hospitals, so there?s no such thing as too many beanies. 

Preschool is also compiling an indigenous inspired, 
community artwork.  Families are 
welcome to contribute by visit ing 
Blue Preschool room on Mondays or 
Tuesdays, or Red room on Thursdays 
or Fridays. Just ask Michelle about 
the artwork. 

  Kindergarten children enjoy 
listening to stories. ?The Colour 

Thief? by Gabriel Alborozo is a story about Zot who lives 
in a world without colour. The children wrote about the 
story and painted their impression of the act ions in the 
story. Children enjoyed brushing with water colours. 
The students are reading for enjoyment, and applying 
strategies such as checking meaning with the pictures in 
the story. They are learning new words and their 
meanings. Please encourage them to ask the name of 

objects which they may not 
know. During maths lessons, 
the students are revising 
count ing, addit ion to 20, 
creat ing and repeat ing 
different patterns. During 
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inquiry lessons our students cont inue to explore the 
materials and propert ies of different objects, for 
example wooden, metal or plast ic. 

 Harleen, Peta-Marie, 
Brit tany, Angela, 
Michelle, Sally, Tracey

Year 1                                                                                                                                                                       

For literacy, year one are working hard on becoming the 
best authors they can be. We are improving our 
sentences, and our handwrit ing, with a different writ ing 
prompt every writ ing session. Edit ing our work is a huge 
focus for us at the moment. We are doing our best to go 
back and reread what we have writ ten, adding capital 
let ters, full stops and checking that it  makes sense! Every 
morning for reading groups we have been cont inuing our 
focus on let ters, sounds, sight words and 
comprehension. 

We have kept our focus on direct ional language for 
numeracy. Year one have been improving their 
knowledge of terms such as left , right, forward, 
backwards, and have begun looking at more complex 
terms, such as clockwise and ant iclockwise. 

Inquiry focus this term has been on past and present. We 
have been looking at the changes in school, toys and 
transport. Year one has been fantast ic at quest ioning the 
changes that move an object from being a thing of the 
past to a thing of the present. 

In week three, we were lucky enough to have a BMX 
demonstrat ion come to Kingsford Smith School! Year 
one thought the BMX tricks were amazing, and even had 
a go at designing their own bike, while having discussions 
around the importance of riding to school. 

We hope to see you at are school fete this weekend! 
(Saturday 10 November)
 

  Bec, Taylor and Shannon

Year 2

Year 2 has been super busy, and are well and truly stuck 
into the term. In literacy, we are working hard to 
persuade others in our writ ing. We have been learning 
about giving our opinion and reasons for our opinion. We 
have also been cont inuing with our One Word Spelling, 
and pract icing our reading strategies.  

In Maths, we have been forming quest ions to collect 
data. We are current ly looking at different ways to 
display our data. We have also been looking at odd and 
even numbers, and patterns that we not ice when 
working with numbers when mult iplying and skip 
count ing.  

In our inquiry units we have been exploring the earths 
resources, whether or not they are renewable and how 
we use them. We are also start ing to look at the history 
of the Cotter Dam, why it  has significance for indigenous 
people, and how we engage with that area today.  

We had a great t ime at Woolworths and learned all 
about how a supermarket works and got to make a fruit  
cup with heaps of delicious fruit . We even got to go in the 
cool room that was -30 degrees Brrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr! 

Looking forward to the weeks ahead. Don?t forget to 
bring a water bott le and hat to school everyday  

Maree, Sharon, Aniya, Emily and Royce

Year 3

Several stunning students study seriously. No, we 
haven?t gone crazy, but we are certainly having fun 
learning about ?alliterat ions?. Our Year 3s have been 
extremely creat ive with their writ ing this week. You will 
not ice one of the Home learning act ivit ies is based 
around alliterat ions (a sentence where every first  let ter 
of a word is the same). This also encourages the use of 
adject ives. 

Another fun word we all learnt was ?onomatopoeia?. This 
teaches the students how to use words such as; zoom, 
bang, boom, kapow, within their writ ing. We?ve not iced 
many students are finding these words within their 
reading - WOW. 

We are also looking at what a ?procedure? is and where 
would we use this. For example, when we play a game, do 
a science experiment or cook something. You may like to 
involve your child with cooking and explaining the 
procedures involved. Playing a board game involves 
using instruct ions which are procedures. 

In numeracy, we are gett ing proficient at knowing 
various mult iplicat ion strategies, and how to use them. 
These include doubling, doubling plus one, double 
double and the clock strategy. These correlate to the 
tables of 2x, 3x, 4x and 5x. 

Sadly, we completed our cricket clinics. Students and 
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teachers thoroughly enjoyed the act ivit ies to build our 
bowling and batt ing skills. There are many students 
who we think could easily represent Australia soon. 

In our inquiry unit , we are cont inuing with our work on 
celebrat ions and commemorat ions. We looked at 
Australia Day and why we ?celebrate? this day. We 
discussed how we spend this day and the history 
behind the day. You may wish to discuss with your 
children special family celebrat ions. If your child hasn?t 
already, they will be complet ing a couple of extra 
curricular act ivit ies at home - nothing too strenuous. 

  

Fresh Tastes: YUMMO!!!!! We managed to make 
vegetable pikelets and, although they were a tad messy, 
they were delicious. We are encouraging students to 
have a go at cooking while teaching them about 
?healthy foods?. Maybe with your assistance and the 
recipe we sent home, you could try them at home with 
the family. 

Stay tuned for the next yummy recipe. 

  HAPPY HEALTHY EATING. 

Kat ie, Jude and Jack

Year 4

Grow, grow, grow! In the technology unit  we have been 
focusing on food and fibre, looking at why different 
soils are better for plant growth, and creat ing our own 
soil. Students began with the design process and have 
now put their soils together. Now they watch their 
plants grow and record the growth. 

  

In our two inquiry units we are diving into: 

· Creat ing quest ions around the interests we have 
about the explorers we are learning about, and 
researching information about them to become 
experts. Students are very eager to get started on 
placing all the information they have learnt on google 
slides! 

· The chain of product ion, understanding a products 
purpose and how they are made. Students are learning 
about the Earth?s natural resources and how this 
extract ion creates the products we use every day! In 
groups students have been researching a specific 
material, looking at how it  was made, and how this 
process impacted our Earth. 

  

In Maths, we have been learning measurement, 
focusing on length, capacity and volume. Students had 
the chance to get outside, and measure different areas 
of the playground, as part  of the nat ional outdoor 
learning day. We will be moving on to aspects of t ime in 
the next couple of weeks. 

  

Comprehension strategies will be our cont inuous focus 
this term. Students have learnt the four different types 
of quest ioning we do while reading, and how to answer 
these quest ions. We will now be focusing on making 
text to self, text to text and text to world connect ions. 
In writ ing, students have been further developing their 
knowledge of language features to add into their 
poetry. What wacky bun that has feen! No, not a 
spelling mistake?  the students have been learning 
about spoonerisms, assonance, neologisms and puns! 
They have really enjoyed incorporat ing this into their 
own writ ing. 

  

Thanks for a great start  to the term! 

Bec Newton, Mel Kyle, Kerri Insley

Year 5

Coming into to the middle of spring, it  is heat ing up, and 
we sure are feeling it , please remember to send your 
children to school with a hat that covers their neck, 
ears and face so they can enjoy their break t imes safely. 

  

In inquiry, year 5 have been looking at natural disasters. 
Students have been researching different types of 
natural disasters, and have begun to create their own 
presentat ions on the natural disaster of their choice. It  
is very interest ing to learn about how natural disasters 
work! 

  

In science classes this week, we have been tracking the 
orbital path of the Sun and Moon during different t imes 
of the day. In groups, students have also been designing 
and construct ing their very own funct ional orrery?s to 
display the Sun, Earth and Moon's orbital paths. 

  

Literacy is the focus of Year 5?s LINK this term. In these 
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literacy lessons Year 5 have been exploring similes and 
metaphors, specifically how to use them to describe 
sett ings, characters and act ions in order to enhance 
vocabulary in writ ing to make it  more interest ing for the 
reader. 

  

Numeracy lessons have been centred around the order 
of operat ions and BIDMAS. Using BIDMAS helps 
students to solve number sentences with indices, 
brackets and more than one operat ion in them. 

  

Physical educat ion sessions have been centred around 
building up students striking skills. Classes have 
part icipated in team games, such as cricket and baseball 
to build upon this skill. 

In art , we have been looking in depth at a range of 
images, and how to create them using a select ion of 
different mediums. This week, students have been 
applying charcoal and pastel crayons to shade light and 
darkness in their artworks. 

  Learning Journeys were a hit  in with students sharing 
their learning with their learning journey buddies. 
Students showed off their growing skills in numeracy 
and literacy, and presented some of their work samples. 

Thanks, Dean, Nathaniel and Nicola.
 

Middle School Information Evening  

  

Prospect ive parents, carers and students are invited to 
the Middle School Information Evening on Tuesday 27 
November. This talk will take place at 6pm ? 7pm in the 
Kingsford Smith School (KSS) Library.  

  The evening will provide information about what 
happens in the KSS Middle School, such as 

  

- Learning programs ? core and elect ive 
- JETS, Band, Choir  

- Transit ion information and Moving-on-up-day, 
2018 

- Year 7 Camp 
- Uniform 
- Technology 
- Progressive Assessment (PAT)    

  It?s also an opportunity to meet some of the teachers.  

 

  

Year 6. 

Year 6 are studying persuasive writ ing and the media. 
The focus is on the creat ion of texts through the use of 
persuasive techniques. In HaSS they are studying 
Business and Economics with a focus on needs and 
wants. 

In Mathematics, they are looking at 3D shapes, 
convert ing measurements, angles, and Cartesian planes. 
In Science, they are studying natural disasters and their 
effect on the earth. 

  

Year 7. 

This term, Year 7 are cont inuing to study Ancient History 
in HaSS. They will be going on a excursion to visit  the 
Rome exhibit  here in Canberra. Parents, please remind 
students to return their note and money asap. Year 7 are 
hoping to have a great day out to complement our in 
class learning. In English, they are studying persuasive 
writ ing , focusing on using persuasive techniques to  
influence an audience. In Science, they are looking at 
force and ?push and pull?, and have had fun 
experimenting with tug-o-war. 

  

Year 8 

Year 8 English, students are studying a film/director  and 
the use of techniques, such as symbolism. In HaSS, they 
are cont inuing with their Geography unit  which focuses 
on urbanisat ion. In Mathematics, students have been 
invest igat ing Venn diagrams, chance and probability. In 
Science, they are looking at the structure of the earth 
and geology. 

CONGRATULATIONS  to Sabrina for being selected as 
one of the winners of this year's Panda Competit ion.

The Panda Competit ion is conducted every year by the 
Australia China Friendship Society, and is open to 
students from Pre-schools, Primary schools and High 
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schools in the ACT and Queanbeyan. The topic for this 
year?s competit ion was: Chinese Musical Instruments. 

Music is very important in Chinese society, both 
historically and current ly. China has a rich and 
fascinat ing range of tradit ional musical instruments that 
are centuries old, provide unique sounds and harmonies 
and are st ill in use today. These unusual instruments can 
be seen in books, paint ings, films and Peking opera. 
Students were encouraged to explore all aspects and/or 
history of tradit ional Chinese musical instruments and to 
make their own Chinese musical instrument.  Entries can 
also use any feature of an instrument or make it  the 
focus of an art  work. 

 Students were asked to creat ively focus on an aspect of 
this topic.  This could  be through a drawing or, paint ing, 
creat ive works such as a collage or 3-dimensional 
construct ion, an essay, poem, or other creat ive 
individual efforts, appropriate to the student?s age and 
school grade. Sabrina's winning entry is pictured below.

 

  Hospitality

 Hospitality students have been working hard this 
semester to cater various events for the school. Most 
recent ly, they made some delicious canapés for the 
school?s film night and for High Society day, they made 
some fancy treats including cupcakes, scones and iced 
tea. They have raised money from this with profit  going 
towards the Pegasus Charity. Students can now take a 
breath as they have just submitted their last work for 
their cert ificate 1 in Hospitality. Well done to the KSS 
Hospitality Class!  

Science 

Year 9 science: students are furthering their knowledge 
on plate tectonics, and how this affects the earth?s 
landforms. They completed the unit  on electricity and 
sound, with a lot  of energy and enthusiasm, well done 
year 9. 

Year 10 science: students have discovered the origins of 
the universe, through the Big Bang Theory. Current ly, 
they are working on complet ing the space assignment, 
which gives them a variety of topics to discover about.  

  

Mathematics 

Year 9 have been busy studying and honing their skills on 
linear equat ions. There will be a topic test on Linear 
equat ions short ly. Year 10 have been learning about 
trigonometry. The students have enjoyed the classic 
SOH CAH TOA trigonometry classes. 

PBL 

Students are cont inuing to show safe and respectful 
behaviours in the playground. At assemblies, we have 
had a barrel draw out of the students who received the 

most free and frequent points for the month. The 
student who gets their name pulled out gets the prize! 
Well done to all our part icipants so far.  

China Trip Informat ion Session 

When: Monday 12 November @ 5:30pm

Where: Staff Room (Front Office)

We have now finalised the details of our 2019 China 
Trip, and all students, who will be in Years 6-10 in the 
2019 school year, are invited to part icipate. This unique 
experience will provide opportunit ies for students to 
learn about a different culture, and for those studying 
Mandarin, the trip will allow the opportunity for 
students to put their Mandarin language skills to the 
test. In 2019 we plan to visit :  The Terracotta Warriors , 
the Great Wall of China, the Summer and Winter Palaces 
, a Shaolin Temple,  Tiananmen Square , the Forbidden 
City, Phoenix Town , a Panda Bear sanctuary,  a cooking 
school  AND have a two day home stay with families 
from our Sister School. 

I look forward to seeing you all on Monday 12 
November.

Kate Greeney
(trip coordinator) 

Years 9 and 10

With the end of the year fast approaching, Year 9 and 10 
students are in the thick of assessment t ime. Classes are  
busy analysing films, consolidat ing their essay writ ing 
skills, refining their vocabularies, conduct ing scient ific 
experiments, performing plays, problem solving, being 
creat ive, and dancing their hearts out. 

Ms Beatt ie, Ms Perrim and Mr Radford would like to 
remind all senior students that they are st ill required to 
be in school uniform, and in class learning all the way up 
unt il the very last day. 

Year 10s are also reminded to return all library books in 
the coming weeks, as they will not be able to have their 
leavers forms signed unt il they have any missing, or 
overdue, books cleared up. 

  

 All year 8 classes have been busy 
working on different types of 
businesses for their unit  on 
Business and Economics in HaSS. 
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Students have built  entrepreneurship skills such as 
coming up with an idea, pitching the idea and making a 
prototype:  target ing an audience through appropriate 
market ing and advert ising, working collaborat ively with 
others in the 20 Boss Program. You may have seen some 
posters already around the school about a few of the 
businesses. Students will be act ively running their 
businesses from Week 5 to Week 8 inside and outside of 
school. Any profits the students make will be given to a 
charity of their choice. For more details about the 
program, please follow this link: 
https://www.fya.org.au/programs/20boss/ 

What could your students do with $20?
 The answer might  surprise you!  

$20 Boss is an immersive entrepreneurship program for 
secondary school students. Students are provided with 
$20 of start-up capital to create, launch and operate 
their venture over the course of a school term.  

  

 3 Year Old Preschool 2019

We have a few places left  in our 3 year old preschool for 
next year. Certain criteria apply.  If you are interested  
please call Linda Glossop 6142 3399.  

 

    See you  a t  th e ....... 

        
      
                tom orrow                                           

https://www.fya.org.au/programs/20boss/
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