Principal’s Address
Hello to everyone again
Over the last week there have been lots of changes and news
to hand. This means there will be lots of information coming
out to you in different ways. I have produced a video
(https://youtu.be/GRPgK2dbSlA) that we are putting on the P
and C Facebook page and will continue to make these videos
as needed. We will also be emailing you some of the ACT
Education Directorate’s communication as well as the
newsletter that you are reading.
The big news is that I’m pleased to let you know that ACT
Public Schools will return to face-to-face learning in a staged
approach from 18 May. Details about this transition are in the
letter from Katy Haire, Director General of the ACT Education
Directorate in the attached email.  The health and wellbeing
of our school community is a priority. We will be taking steps
to make sure our school is a safe environment for everyone,
and I have attached advice from the ACT Chief Health Officer
which will guide our approach. I’ll stay in touch with you in
the weeks ahead and provide further details as our return
plans are finalised. You can also visit
www.education.act.gov.au for the latest information about
ACT Public Schools.
Until the next newsletter, stay safe and look after each other.

Dear Families,
Book Club will occur a little differently this term. Book club is
offering a virtual catalogue that you can access from home.
Orders will be taken on the LOOP system as normal and
delivered to the school. Once they arrive we will sort and you
can collect from the front office.
Unfortunately, there will be NO CASH payments at school
this term. We can ONLY take online LOOP orders.
Use this link to access the Issue 3 Book Club Catalogue.
https://scholastic.com.au/book-club/virtual-catalogue-1/
ONLINE ORDERS DUE
FRIDAY 15th MAY 2020
Any questions please email leigh.andreatta@ed.act.edu.au

The Hub
As we continue working through this lockdown and the days
get colder, communication and connection are more
important than ever. In the Hub we have been trying to think
of ways we can increase our connection with you all and have
decided to facilitate the running of online clubs. We have
asked teachers to volunteer some time in their day to run
online clubs/social gatherings based around their own

interests. At this stage we have gardening, dog walking,
online board games, trivia, art escape, study skills and
photography with many more to come. At this stage clubs are
running solely for middle and highschool students so if you
know of any young people who would benefit from these safe
online hangout spaces then please get them to connect with
the Hub Google Classroom. If they are unsure of the class
code then they will be able to get the code off their PC
teacher.
We would also like to mention that the Belco Youth Centre is
still operating and providing plenty of services for our
students to engage with. They send out plenty of information
around services, social engagement and competitions on a
regular basis. If you would like to be regularly informed of
awesome things your children can be involved in, we
recommend signing up to:
https://mailchi.mp/87e15686ca2e/term-2-youth-programs
There are also plenty of other ways to engage with the
Belconnen Community Services team and we suggest
accessing them through their online platforms.
Facebook: www.facebook.com/belconnenyouthcentre
Instagram: www.instagram.com/belconnen_youth_centre/
email: youthengagementcommunication@bcsact.com.au
Just as a reminder there are plenty of services anyone can
engage with during these trying times so here are a few
phone numbers if you know of anyone in need.
Lifeline on 13 11 14
Kids Helpline on 1800 551 800
MensLine Australia on 1300 789 978
Suicide Call Back Service on 1300 659 467
Beyond Blue on 1300 224 636
Headspace on 1800 650 890

ReachOut at au.reachout.com
Care Leavers Australasia Network (CLAN) on 1800 008 774
We hope you are all doing really well and can’t wait to have
you all back at school. Make sure you are looking after
yourself and each other and we hope to see you accessing
some of our online clubs soon.
Garth Bradfield Year 9 & 10 Coaching and Engagement
Officer

Year 2
It has been a very different start to the term for all of us, but
it has been great interacting with the children online each
day as we miss seeing them in the classroom.
English
This term for reading, students will participate in lessons
about 3 different quality literature books, beginning with
Ingenious Jean. During weeks 2-4 students will learn about
and practice the questioning and summarising strategies
through activities related to this book. For writing, we are
beginning the term by looking at the explanation text type,
and as we do more of our science unit we will move onto
procedures.
Math
This term for maths we are beginning the term by looking at
data and measurement. During maths lessons, students will
complete work on these two topics. Then during science
lessons, they will use their knowledge to complete a range of
science based activities.
Unit of Inquiry
Our unit of Inquiry this term is about toys. We are starting off
introducing the idea of push and pull, plus the history of toys.
Then we will move on to doing some experiments based
around push and pull using our knowledge from English and
Maths to help us with our learning.
Thank you to all the parents and carers for their continued
support during this difficult time of online learning. All of you
are doing a fabulous job in helping keep your families safe
and healthy. We look forward to the time when we can see
everyone again in person.
Sincerely
Julia McKay, Harleen Kaur, Leigh Andreatta, Emily Lawrence,
Royce Vagg

Year 4
Welcome back to a very different looking term 2.
The year 4 teachers are beyond impressed with the hard work
all students and their families have been putting into
learning online. Thank you so much for all of your support
during this ongoing health crisis, adapting to online learning
has definitely been a massive learning curve. You are all
amazing!
Starting off this week with the ANZAC day public holiday,
students in year 4 learned about ANZAC day and what it
represents to Australians. Students engaged in ANZAC day
celebrations by cooking ANZAC biscuits with their families
and producing some life-like drawings of poppies. The year 4
teachers have loved receiving photos and videos of students'
amazing artworks and delicious ANZAC biscuits.
We have begun our teaching and learning programs. The
students are producing high-quality work and have displayed
great determination when learning from home. We will be
learning about Information Report this term, we have begun
looking at the layout of an Information Report and its
purpose. For Maths number lessons this term we will be
looking at multiplication and division and a range of
strategies such as arrays and repeated addition that can
help students build up their mental computation skills. Our
unit of inquiry is ‘Comparing Continents’, where students will
learn about the continents of Australia, Africa and South
America. Science for the term is a biology unit about life
cycles called ‘Ready, Set Grow!’, during this unit students will
learn about a range of different life cycles of plants and
animals.

Once again, we cannot thank you enough for all of your
support over the past month. If you have any questions or
concerns, please email your child’s teacher.
Rainbow Lorikeets - Mohanjeet.Anand@ed.act.edu.au
Platypuses - Nicola.Buckler-Jones@ed.act.edu.au
Thorny Devils - Sharon.Clewer@ed.act.edu.au
LSP - Maree.Fawke@ed.act.edu.au
Hoping everyone is safe and well!
Sharon, Nicola, Mohanjeet and Maree

Year 9
Thoughts From Tayla McKittrick
The Pros and Cons of Learning From Home.

Working at home comes with many pros and cons. Working
from home makes it harder to contact teachers and receive
help with assignments and work for the week. Lately, I have
felt overwhelmed with the workload, trying to get everything
done within 4 days. What I do like about working from home is
being able to manage myself and complete work at my own
pace as well as sequencing in activities that I love where I can.
I have found it very interesting how different working from
home is compared to being at school and it just shows how
grateful the students are of their teachers. I find having my
books, stationary, headphones etc all in one place really
helps me stay focused and having a whiteboard to write my
today list on also helps me to stay on track and not fall
behind. I have learned different ways to help make tasks
easier and complete quicker. This is a completely new
experience for everyone, but we will get through this together

Year 10
Year 10 is currently working on a unit of poetry which will
involve them learning about and writing in a number of
different styles. This week's challenge was to create some
simple but beautiful Haiku’s and Mr Bradfield, Ms Kauhanen
and Mrs Langridge have been really impressed with the
quality of writing that has been submitted. Please enjoy some
of the brilliant work of our year 10 students
Shallow water rose
Luminous thoughts - Atlantis
Boundless, still unknown
Madison Ella Zejnic
Football is my life
Harper the cat took my ball
I was not happy
Jordan Valter
I was full of rage,
Screaming crashing banging, now,
she is six feet deep.
Levi Wilkins
My face becomes numb,
the earth beneath starts to shake,
the heart inside breaks.
Lola Fletcher
‘Walk’
She walks, slowly
I watch the back of her head
Getting further away

Something that myself,
I, cannot stop it, feeling
Tearing me away
Brayden Wilson

Maths in the World
There has been a lot of data in the media surrounding the
pandemic. These graphs, charts and figures we are being
bombarded with can provide real opportunities for
discussion and learning about mathematics in your
households.
Graphs, charts and diagrams are useful for showing a lot of
numerical information at once. However, sometimes you need
to look carefully at the story they’re trying to tell. For example,
here are two from the ABC that show the same data in two
different ways.

Discussions at home could focus on: What story do these two
graphs tell? Is it the same story? Why or why not? What do
you think happened on March 28th?
For more fantastic data, click here to see the full ABC report.
Younger learners can consider very large numbers. How
much bigger than 10 is 100? What about 1000 or 10 000? Which
Australian states have the most people in them, and does this
match with the states that have the most reported COVID-19
cases in them?
While mathematics is vital for helping to make sense of the
world around us, it’s important to remember that it’s only part

of the story. While we can count job losses and COVID 19
results in statistics, every number has a human face, story,
and struggle.

