Principals Report
Principal’s word of the week: Joyous
Hello everyone and welcome back to all our school families
and community. It has been a joyous week for staff, students
and families alike as we return to face to face teaching for
the vast majority of our students this week. Our school and
education system have been preparing for the return of
students by ensuring the safety for all those in the
community. The significant level of cleaning during the day
has continued with a pair of cleaners wiping down high touch
areas and rooms throughout the day as well as our regular
clean at night with a focus on surfaces. Any staff member or
students who are ill is not to be at the school and those that
become ill are sent home. This is to ensure there is a
confidence that vulnerable members of our school
community will not have the risk of illness on top of any
potential viral return. Despite no recorded cases of COVID-19
we are following closely the guidelines around social
distancing and not congregating in groups. This means we
have made sure adults in the school are kept distant from
one another through rearrangement of staff rooms and the
elimination of gatherings for assemblies and meetings.
Community members can support us in this by not
approaching staff and staying outside the buildings. If
meetings are required please contact those involved by
phone or through video conferencing. Face to face meetings
can only be arranged with staff by prior arrangements made

over the phone with the front office and held in our office
meeting spaces. Some of our incursions and excursions will
be allowed to resume soon to allow our student’s learning
experiences to be as rich as possible but there are no
sporting teams being run just yet. There are some families
that have made the choice to keep their child at home this
term and this has been sanctioned by the Education
Directorate till the end of the term. I would encourage
families to consider a staged return for their students as they
will be required to attend as usual next term if there are no
guideline changes due to significant outbreaks. The
modifications and adjustments we have made should ensure
that students are as safe as they have ever been at school
and the risk is very low for them contracting the virus.
We are coming to the end of the
school enrolment window so we
encourage families and friends of
families to complete online
enrolments for students who have
not yet enrolled at school for the
first time or who are moving to a
different stage of schooling, such
as high school or college. I have
attached a flyer for our school that
you may wish to pass on to
families.
I want to celebrate our participation in the
National Simultaneous Story
Time last week. I want to
thank the organisers of the
event and Garth Bradfield,
who as our mystery reader,
read Chicken Divas along
with some help on the voices. This event
generated a lot of discussion from staff and

students on how we can use reading right across our school
to support our school priority in writing. (insert photos)
Lastly, one event that we are trying to keep, but will have to
modify, is our house day on the 26 June. House days are a
great way to build community and school spirit. Last term we
missed out on our house day celebration which usually
features the world’s greatest shave to support Cancer
sufferers and their families. This year we had to video some
staff and students having their hair cut, who raised money for
this cause. I was meant to join them but decided I would let
my hair grow out till the next time we returned and so will be
cutting my hair on the next house day. If you would like to
donate to this cause in support of me having my hair cut, use
the link provided:
http://my.leukaemiafoundation.org.au/paulbranson
Thanks again and I look forward to giving further updates
next time.

Deputy Principal’s Report
Welcome back! A massive thank you to both the teachers who
prepared engaging lessons and to families for supporting
their children to complete Learning at Home activities. It has
been fabulous to see all our students
back at school and it has been lovely to
hear all about the learning and other
fun activities they have been doing
whilst at home. It has also been lovely to
see the learning that students are doing
at school and I love when they bring
work up to me that they are proud of. Last week, Jasper in
year 3 brought up his writing on what Canberra was like in
the past, how Canberra has changed over time and why and
what changes he would make. I particularly liked his idea of
everyone’s bills being only $10 a month.

We have had some staffing updates this term, with Dean
Stewart going on paternity leave after welcoming a new baby
to his family. Rebecca Newton will be the acting 3-5 executive
on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday and Steve McIntyre will
be the acting executive on Thursday and Friday. I would like
to welcome both to this role. Dean will return to the executive
position in term 3.
As we know, parents are unable to enter buildings at the
moment. This unfortunately includes attending assemblies. I
know that families love attending these and celebrating with
your children, so we are going to be running virtual
assemblies. Class items will still occur and will be filmed for
classes to watch later. All the normal assembly items, such as
singing, and the Principals announcements will also be filmed.
This link to the assembly will be posted on the school
Facebook site. The year group assemblies will occur in the
classroom, with merit awards being handed out at these.
Pictures of these will be taken and sent to families of students
receiving merit awards.
In exciting news for year 3- 6, Wakakirri has been changed to
term 4, which will hopefully mean this can go ahead.
Obviously, the final event will depend on a variety of
circumstances, but we are hopeful this will occur. Notes on
this, including rehearsals at school will be sent out soon as
we are aiming to be as prepared as we can. We will keep you
updated as we know more information.
Kind regards
Mrs Murray

Changes to semester 1 reporting
Due to the unprecedented circumstances faced by schools
across Australia this year, a national agreement has been
reached to modify school reporting for Semester 1. In the ACT
we will reduce the level of Semester 1 reporting for students
from Kindergarten to year 10.

We recognise that providing families with information about
their child’s progress and learning is crucial and will be
especially valuable after the start to the year we have all
experienced.
Semester 1 school reports for 2020 will still include
information about each student’s level of progress against
specific achievement standards for the learning areas that
were covered in Semester 1. Teachers will still make a
judgement about the level of engagement each student has
demonstrated with their learning and, where appropriate,
work habits. Personal and Social Capability will still be
included.
Reports in Semester 1 will not include overall grades for
learning areas/subjects or a comparative A-E grade
summary. Additionally, reports will not include attendance
information for Semester 1.
If you would like further information about your child’s
progress please consult with your classroom/subject teacher.
For any other queries or concerns, you can contact the
Education Directorate via the Education Directorate Contact
Form or call 6205 5429.

Belconnen Community Support Services
Area
Food Relief for
Families

Support Service
Canberra Relief
Network

Financial
Hardship

CARE Financial

YWCA

Type of Support
FREE packs of food and non- perishable essentials
for individuals and families currently unable to
purchase these items.
FREE advice to claim assistance, manage payments,
debts and household finances

Contact Details

Funding available to support:
Utility bills assistance
Healthcare support for appointments or
scripts
Transport expenses
Vouchers for essential household items
and clothing
Accommodation assistance (rental support
or temporary accommodation)

P: 6185 2000
E:
housing@ywca-canberra.org.a
u

P: 1800 43 11 33
W: canberrarelief.com.au
E: info@canberrarelief.com.au
P : 02 6257 1788
W: https://www.carefcs.org/
E: admin@carefcs.org

Education and training expenses
assistance
School Costs

The Smith Family

Learning for Life Scholarships (approx.$500) are
now available for ALL Primary Aged students across
Belconnen to assist with Education Expenses if
families are experiencing hardship.

P: 0466941375
W:
www.thesmithfamily.com.au
E:
Victoria.Ereckson@thesmithfa
mily.com.au

Rental Support
And Advice

CRCS Supported
Tenancy Service

P: 1800 176 468
W: www.onelink.org.au
E: info@onelink.org.au

Parenting
Support
Young Children

CRCS
Family
Foundations

FREE Support to people in housing stress, or who
may be at risk of homelessness, regardless of the
reason for their circumstances.
FREE supportive and non-judgmental
environment for parents and caregivers to
explore their concerns and difficulties whilst
building understanding and insights in to their
children’s needs(0-5yrs)
FREE The Child and Family Centres provide a one
stop service to support families with young
children(birth to 8 years). You are welcome to call
the new Intake and Consult Service and talk with
an experienced Child and Family Worker about
supports available for your family.
FREE assistance for parents and carers who are
experiencing complex issues that impact on their
lives and relationships.
FREE One-on-one support with experienced social
workers, during difficult times. Case Coordination,
when a number of services are involved
FREE Support for young people who would like
assistance with education, employment, housing,
finances, mental health, and any other concerns .
Small supported groups to build confidence and
self esteem

W:
https://www.crcs.com.au/progra
ms-and-services/youth-services/

West Belconnen
Child and Family
Centre

Family Support

CRCS Family
Support Program
Uniting Care
Kippax

Support for
Teenagers

CRCS
Youth
Engagement
team

W:
https://www.crcs.com.au/progra
ms-and-services/familyfoundatio
ns/
E:
familyfoundations@crcs.com.au
P: 6205 2904
W:
https://www.communityservices.
act.gov.au/ocyfs/children/childan
dfamilycentres

E: Yolanda.Rivas@crcs.com.au
W:
https://www.crcs.com.au/progra
ms-and-services/family-support/
P: 62541733
W:
https://kippax.org.au/child-youth
-and-family-support/

E: Joshua.White@crcs.com.au

Support Services for Belconnen Families during and post Covid 19

Kindergarten
It’s been a busy first few weeks back at School!
In Literacy, we have
continued learning our
letters and sounds. We
have looked explicitly at
the letters O, C, K and G.

We are continuing to build our bank of high-frequency words
we can read as we read together. Some of our favourites
have been Olga the
Brolga, the Hungry
Caterpillar, The Cat
in the Hat comes
back! and the
Gruffalo. Perhaps
when you are reading
at home you can find some of these words too.

In Mathematics, we are extending our
knowledge of numbers by looking at and
investigating teen numbers. We have also
been developing our ability to name and order
the days of the week by singing our days of
the week song and playing m
 any games of Sit
Down Sunday.
We have continued to learn about living things and their
needs. Two weeks ago we planted sprouts in plastic cups and
have loved watching them turn from
seeds into sprouts!
You can see the sprouts on the
windowsill of the Kindergarten
classrooms from the carpark on your way
to and from school.
Have a restful long weekend and if you are travelling please
stay safe.
Thanks,

Brittany, Felicity & Sarah
(Kindergarten Team)

Year 2
Year 2 has returned to school ready to learn after the
fantastic job of learning from home. We want to thank the
families for all the work they did to ensure their children had
a successful home learning experience. We enjoyed seeing
the photos and work that the children completed - but are
very excited to have you back.
We have continued to work on our ‘Push and
Pull’ unit, exploring how toys can be pushed
and pulled to move. This week we conducted
experiments and predicted to see how far a toy
car could go down a ramp. We then introduced
fabric to the ramp to see how this would
change the distance our car would go.

In English students
have been working
on procedural
writing. We have
had fun writing,
reading and
following
procedures.
Students made fairy bread and followed steps to create lion
faces.

During our maths investigations, students have been learning
to use informal units of measure to find the length of
different items on the playground. We then used this
information to compare which
lengths were the longest or
shortest. We discovered that
our classroom was 520 unifix
blocks wide!
Leigh Andreatta, Julia McKay,
Harleen Kaur

Year 4
The Year 4 cohort has returned from ‘learning at home’ eager
and full of energy! We are studying Information Reports and
have completed a report on our class animal. The next report
will link with our geography learning about the continents
and countries in the Southern Hemisphere. In math, we have
moved on to division and location. Division has some
interesting strategies that we can apply to our math
problems. Look out for equal sharing of items at home, food
in particular!
We have also started our PE lessons involving ball skills and
winter sports. Good timing with the NRL and AFL
commencing! Drama has us moving our bodies and creating
shapes, animals and household items. Can you turn yourself
into a washing machine?
We were hoping to have an excursion to Mulligans Flat
Woodland Sanctuary, but due to COVID restrictions, we will
now attend a virtual excursion from the comfort of our
classroom. Look out for our next Newsletter instalment to find
out how our virtual tour went!
The teachers would once again like to thank and
congratulate all the families that were involved in learning at
home. It was amazing to know that we had your support in
continuing your child’s education. Well done!

Have a great week.
Kind regards
Sharon, Nicola, Mohanjeet and Maree

Year 6 HaSS - Australia as a Nation
Year 6 HaSS: Australia as a Nation
This term, the focus in Year 6 HaSS has been on the
development of the Australian Nation through Federation. 6
Blue have been exploring the different attitudes about
Federation in Australia’s colonies prior to 1901. Putting
themselves in the shoes of the colonials, students wrote
letters to the Editor outlining their own views on whether the
colonies should become a Federation. Below are letters by
Chloe Taylor and Reaghan Boel.
To the Editor,
Hello. I think that Australia should become one country
because they are all on the same continent, they all have the
same government and they all have the same Queen. The
British government. The British Queen. They also should try to
communicate with each other more because they don’t know
each other that well. I also think that the Queen should agree
to make Australia one country. Australia should also let their
people vote on who should be the Prime Minister and where
the capital of Australia should be. You should also let
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people vote, as well as
migrants. That’s all I think. Please tell the queen what I think
and don’t waste four weeks wages to get this to Her Majesty
quicker. Spend it on what you really need, I don’t really care
how fast it gets there. Thank you for taking the time to read
this, I hope you have a wonderful rest of the day!
From,
Chloe Taylor.
Signature: ChloeT

🎃

To the Editor,
I think we should become a Federation because it would help
bring people together. But the way you say it is like a bad
thing. I think you need to give a more optimistic vibe. And if
we do become a Federation, we get benefits. Two of the
benefits are that the State Governments don't have as much
to worry about, and you could travel interstate more easily.
Yours sincerely
Reaghan BOEL

LOTE
Most Year 9 & 10 students returned to the
classroom this week. All of them were excited to
see their friends and teachers. We really
appreciate students who have a big passion for
learning Mandarin and the Languages Faculty is
trying their best to make
weekly activities attractive,
such as funny videos, for students who
are continuing to learn at home.
Teachers are still focusing on developing
the language skills of students, such as listening, reading,
writing and speaking skills. Cultural learning is also essential
for our students so that they have a growing awareness of
the wider world, including the diversity of languages, cultures
and forms of
intercultural
communication.
Recently, Year 10
students enjoyed making
dumplings in class and
they turned out
beautifully!
Below are some thoughts that students have shared about
learning Mandarin at KSS:

‘This Mandarin class has been a lot of fun and I hope to
pursue the subject in the future.’
‘I enjoy doing Mandarin because I can learn about Chinese
culture and learn another language while doing it.’
‘I actually want to learn and am pushed to do my best.’
‘It’s a really fun language to learn, but you've got to stay
focused or you can fall behind very quickly.’
‘I love Mandarin because it gives me a chance to learn
something and if I decided to go to China I would be able to
speak and sound intelligent.’

Year 7 HaSS
Remote Learning has been a new experience for both
students and teachers. We realised that we all found the
change difficult, some adapted and others were distracted
due to commitments at home that clashed with their learning.
Below some students share their experiences with what they
have been learning in HASS and how they found the remote
learning experience.

During Term 2 we have been learning about Ancient History.
People thousands of years ago and what they used to survive
and how they move around. We also looked at Primary and
Secondary sources. I found learning from home was stressful
because I had to help my siblings complete their school work
and I found it distracting – Nyanleuth, 7 Navy

This term in HASS we’ve been learning about ancient history
and why it’s important. While focusing on this topic we’ve
been looking at archaeologists and artefacts, primary and
secondary sources, as well as taking a look into migration.
As most of you know year 7 returned to school on Monday the
18th of May. During this COVID-19 outbreak we like many
other students have had to do online schooling. Staying at
home was hard but getting the work done, even harder. The
main thing is that we all got through it and I’m thankful for
everyone that stayed home and stuck to the restrictions –
Kelsie, 7 Navy

During Term 2 us Year 7’s are learning about Ancient History
and different artefacts. In one of our many activities, we were
told to become archaeologists for the day and investigate
different artefacts and answer some questions. I found that
remote learning was easy and hard at the same time, it was
hard because the teacher wasn’t there in front of you to help
you and teach you new topics that you’ve never learnt before.
It was easy because with some of the work I could go back to
what I had learnt last year and put that into my work. When
the school went pupil-free no one knew what it was going to
be like but with the teachers help and all the google meets we
all got through it and we are now back at school and much
happier. – Lily, 7 Navy

During term 2, we are learning about ancient wonders and
artifacts. I have been assigned to the Ancient Statue of
Rhodes which I am very happy about because I already know
a bit about it. We have also learned about primary and
secondary sources, we have to distinguish what the
difference was as well. – Jasper, 7 Navy

HUB News
Yiradhu Marang KSS community!

It is so good to have everyone back!
Although there is so much going on in the world right now, I
hope everybody got to have a few celebrations for National
Reconciliation Week. National Reconciliation Week (NRW) is a
time for all Australians to learn about our shared histories,
cultures, and achievements, and to explore how each of us
can contribute to achieving reconciliation in Australia.
I know that I spent a lot of time reflecting on the 2020 theme
of ‘In this together’ and how it relates to our journey of
reconciliation as KSS is about to conduct our annual review
of our Reconciliation Action Plan.
Reconciliation week holds some of the most important days in
our shared history including Mabo Day, Sorry Day and the
anniversary of 1967 Referendum. These will all be included
within our whole school celebrations that will be occurring in
Term 3.
National NAIDOC week has been postponed so there will be
no celebrations during the school holidays but if anything
changes, I will send out some more information.
Just a reminder that my days at KSS are Mondays and
Fridays until the end of the term and if you need anything
please don’t hesitate to flick me an email or give me a ring!
Ngaagirridhunyal guwayu,
Tik
Yiradhu marang – Good day in Wiradjuri
Ngaagirridhunyal guwayu – See you later in Wiradjuri

