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Principals Report
Principal’s Word of the Week
International
Hi everyone and welcome back to the last term of what has
been a challenging 2020. There have been further updates to
the restrictions in place but only a few will make an
immediate impact, such as having permission to hold a disco
and some of our school sports will run this term. That doesn’t
mean we don’t have plenty to celebrate over the last couple
of weeks.
The International Competitions and Assessment for Schools
program (ICAS) has been running these last couple of weeks.
Students have been sitting assessments in a range of
subjects to challenge themselves and be able to see where
they sit in comparison to students from across the country
and the world. I want to thank Luke Coleman and Meg
Adamson for organising this opportunity for our students
once again.
When it was announced that camps could not go ahead
many of our students were saddened to hear that Writers
Camp was also cancelled.
Instead of losing this great
initiative our staff organised for our students to attend
Writing Workshops at our school, with mentors from the

University of Canberra supporting this process. This meant
that many of our secondary students could still have an
opportunity to explore their ideas and different forms of
writing over a significant period of their day guided by
experts with a supportive group of like minded students. I
want to thank Katie Langridge in particular for organising
this opportunity for our students in these challenging times.
This week has been Book Week. I want to say a huge thank
you for all the positive energy and effort into making Book
Week this year still a fun filled one despite the restrictions.
There have been a range of book week activities including a
special mystery reader reciting, “A Walk in the Bush” by Gwyn
Perkins over the loudspeaker as well as book themed
treasure hunt. The highlight of course was the junior and
senior book week costume parades held on Wednesday. It
was great to see the number of students dressed up and the
quality of thinking about which book they are from for so
many students. I also want to recognise the number of staff
who participated by dressing up and getting into the spirit of
the parades today. Thank you to our staff for putting in the
effort and encouraging our students and families to do the
same. Lastly thanks to the Book week Team led by Marg Klee,
Lyn Andrews, and Julia McKay for all the work they have put
into making this another successful event.

As you all know it has been a difficult year for many families
and Christmas will be upon us in no time. Each year Capital
Region Community Service (formerly Belconnen Community
Service) supports vulnerable families in our region over the
Christmas period through our Giving Tree Appeal . They
provide Christmas Hampers to over 100 individuals and
families across Belconnen. A hamper comprises special
Christmas Goodies, some meal basics and a gift for each
family member. They rely on the generosity of the wider
community to help provide the goodies and gifts for these
hampers. This year our school will be involved in supporting
local families who are doing it tough especially during this
Covid period. Over the remaining school term there will be
some collection bins placed in the school foyer which will be
collected in early December and distributed by Capital
Region Community Service to needy families. We will provide
a more detailed list of items we require to fill the Giving Tree
Hampers by the next newsletter.
Thanks again for your ongoing support of all our community
of learners.

Deputy Principals report
Welcome back to term 4. Students have returned to school
very settled and are engaging with their learning which is
lovely to see. Teachers have planned some fabulous learning
experiences for this term, as well as completing their
assessments for reporting. There are many excursions
coming up this term. Kindergartens are off to the Zoo late in
November, with a note coming out about this very soon. The
year 2 students are having an Incursion about the Indigenous
Waterways, discussing bush tucker and the use of clean
waterways to water plants. The cost of this incursion will be
covered by the school and an information note will be sent
shortly. Year 4 had their incursion this week. Aquasafe will
commence later in the term for year 2 students, with lessons
held over two weeks. The cost of this is $50, which has been

subsidised. Students learn about water safely as well as
swimming techniques. Information regarding times, bookings
and equipment will be sent very soon.
Book packs will have a different process this year. A list of
required materials will be emailed to parents this year. We
are asking that you go online and complete the order
through the supplier. The list will also contain items which you
may purchase either through the supplier or source your
own. All book packs will be delivered to school in bulk, ready
to start the school year. These lists and a timeline for
purchase will be sent to families in the next week.

I really enjoy when students take pride and share their
wonderful work. Recently I had Mundarra from year 2 come
and show me his writing. His favourite writing was about
pumpkins.

As we are all aware, the weather is warming
up. As such, hats are required for break
times. Teachers have been following up with
families of students who don’t have their hat
at school. Hats, in house colours, can be
purchased from the canteen for $15. We
would love to see all students wearing their
hats on the playground.

Kind regards,
Mrs Murray

P&C Corner
Welcome KSS Families to Term 4.
Our KSS Canteen is operating business as usual and we
encourage our families to consider using Flexischools for

convenient cash free ordering and payment. Lunch orders
via Flexischools must be received by 8:30am each morning.
The next P&C Meeting will be on Tuesday 27 October at 7pm
via Google Meets. We encourage anyone who hasn’t attended
one of our meetings, or even who hasn’t attended one in a
while, to join us at this next meeting. With our meetings still
being held electronically, you can join us from the comfort of
your own home! Please email contact@ksspandc.org for
invite details.
Keep up to date with what our community is talking about by
following our Facebook page www.facebook.com/ksspandc

Ginninderry Visit
The students removed all the pods from the InvertiWall
system and harvested the leaves for the café and once the
system was cleaned the plants were returned.

Sustainability Group completing a system clean
Sustainability Group working with on the vertical garden at
Ginninderry, second visit.
A group of students from The Sustainability Group have
continued working on Ginninderry Vertical Garden. After
travelling on the Ginninderry Bus the students arrived at The
Link Building, Ginninderry. They conducted a full clean of
InvertiWall system by removing all the pods in which the
plants grow and classified these on the table. This was a
valuable lesson on plant classification. The students then

completed a full clean of the system and returned the plants
and refilled the water tank, replacing the nutrients. One set of
plants – the spinach was transplanted to the herb garden at
The Link Building. In this exercise the students learnt about
soil structure and how to transplant. Through this
engagement the students have been able to understand the
process undertaken in an enclosed man made vertical
growing system that is able to supply greens for the Café at
Ginninderry. The return trip on the Ginninderry Bus was
active with chatter about when their next visit was going to
be.

NSW School Travel for 2021

2021 NSW school travel applications are now open
Applications for student travel in 2021 opened from Monday 12 October 2020.
Students who require a School Opal card or travel pass for 2021 can now apply online. A
new application should be submitted if a student is applying for a school travel pass for
the first time or requesting an additional pass as a result of a new shared parental
responsibility situation (e.g. joint custody).
Students who have changed school/campus, changed address, repeated a year or
received an expiry notification from Transport for NSW for their school travel entitlement
should re-apply or update their details.
*Applications must be completed by the student's parent or legal guardian if the student is aged under 16
years. Students 16 years and over must complete the application form themselves.

Where there is a change of distance eligibility based on a student’s grade, the system will
automatically update a student’s entitlement if they meet the new criteria. If they do not
meet the new eligibility criteria, they will receive an expiry notification via email.

Students who have an entitlement approved under a medical condition which is due
to expire will receive a notification advising them to re-apply.
Term Bus Pass holders will receive a notification to re-apply.
If a student needs to update their information or re-apply, they should go online to
https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/updateDetails
Applications need to be submitted before 31 December 2020 to ensure that current
student entitlements are updated and their current entitlement/card remains valid. If their
application is submitted after 31 December 2020, the system will automatically cancel an
entitlement/card and a new one will need to be issued.
Students in the Opal network applying for a SSTS or Term Bus Pass entitlement for the
first time will receive their card at their nominated postal address. Cards will be mailed out
from January 2021.
Students residing in Rural and Regional (R&R) areas should receive their travel pass at
the commencement of the new school year from their nominated operator, this may be
distributed via the school or sent directly to their address. Note: some R&R operators
do
not issue travel passes. Students/Parents should confirm with their nominated operator
if they do not receive a pass.

New Concession Entitlement Cards
Transport for NSW will be replacing the below cards with Transport Concession Entitlement
Cards (TCEC) from October 2020:
∙ Senior Secondary Student Concession Card (16 years and over) – also used by
Mature Secondary Students (18 years and over), Distance Education Students
and Home School Students
∙ Proof of Age card (when a student under 16 years of age looks older) ∙
Border Rail Pass.
All previous cards will be valid until they expire. Students who require a Transport
Concession Entitlement Card should speak with their school administration staff.

Enquiries regarding school student travel can be submitted to Transport for NSW at:
https://transportnsw.info/contact-us/feedback/passes-concessions-feedback

Covid Safe
As students return to school from school holidays, it is as
important as ever to be COVID-safe, especially if you have
travelled interstate.
If students begin to feel unwell, they should stay home from
school and if they have even the mildest of COVID-19

symptoms, they should get tested just in case and self-isolate
until they receive their results.
If you travelled interstate over the school holidays, monitor
the COVID-19 website of the state or territory you visited for
two weeks after returning to see if there are any new cases
where you visited. Keep up to date and follow the website’s
advice about testing and self-isolation, if required.
If you had interstate friends and family visit, ensure they keep
you up to date if they are feeling unwell or if there are any
new positive COVID cases reported in their area.
If we keep being diligent and follow the public health advice,
we can continue to keep our schools, students and staff safe.
For more information about interstate areas that have had
recent COVID-19 cases and what symptoms to monitor, visit
www.covid19.act.gov.au

Netball
In Term 3, the Netball girls and I went out to the Netball Courts
in Lyneham to represent Kingsford Smith School. We won one

of our games and demonstrated great sportsmanship and
teamwork throughout the day. Despite the fierce competition,
the girls held their own and displayed some amazing plays.
I wish them all the best in future and hope they enjoyed their
time playing Netball during their time here at Kingsford Smith
School.

Pictured Back Left:
Samantha, Mieke, Chelsea, Mia and Laura
Front Left:
Elisha, Shauna, Lauren and Nikita.

Kindergarten
Kindergarten has had a fantastic start to term
4! In literacy, we have read the book, Possum
Magic. The students closely notice the different
types of words that make up a sentence
including nouns, verbs and adjectives. In writing,
the skills and strategies that make us great
writers are the focus learning. Our students
applied these skills to write recipes for vegemite
sandwiches!
Kindergarten students have learnt about sharing in maths. The
one-to-one strategy is used to share a group of items between
several people. We talked about the meaning of the words
‘equal share’. A very important maths skill is making and
naming patterns. Using lots of hands on materials the children
are developing in this area. Our unit of inquiry is all about
materials and is named, ‘What’s It Made Of?’. This learning will
be linked to speaking and listening tasks. Our rostered take
home ‘Mystery Bag’ is one of the important activities. Classes
are already enjoying seeing the different items children bring
in and speaking about the materials. This is Children’s Week
which is a time for students’ learning about the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child.
https://www.unicef.org.au/Upload/UNICEF/Media/Our%20work
/childfriendlycrc.pdf
We had a fantastic book week parade and loved seeing all of
the wonderful costumes!
Emily, Britt and Felicity
Kindergarten Teachers

Year 2
Welcome back to term 4! The year 2s have started the term
excited for learning and we are really looking forward to a
great final term together.
Over the past two weeks we have been learning to write a
persuasive text. We are writing ads and looking at their
persuasive features. The two books, ‘Looking for Crabs’ by
Bruce Whatley and ‘Rock Pool Secrets’ by Narelle Oliver are
wonderful picture books which support our learning focus. We
make inferences from the pictures and check other
information which the illustrations provide about the text.
During maths lessons the students are revising multiplication,
through repeated addition, making groups and arrays. Now
our learning is moving on to learning division and its
relationship to multiplication. The children speak about
division in terms of sharing into equal groups.
Our inquiry unit for the first half of the term is called, ‘Wonder
of Water’. Last week we went on a scavenger hunt to search for
places around the school that use water. The students
conducted some experiments to discover the properties of
water. Our next task is to complete a water audit of the school
and check if the school has any dripping taps.
Events to look forward to this term for the Year 2s are the
‘Aqua Safe’ water safety program, the Indigenous Water Ways
incursion and our Fresh Tastes program.
Keep an eye out for our Book Week photos on Class Dojo!
Teachers and students had an awesome day dressing up and
doing Harry Potter themed science experiments. The 2020
Children’s Picture Book of the Year is ‘I Need a Parrot’, written
and illustrated by Chris McKimmie. It is a wonderful week to
read together.

Julia, Harleen, Leigh

Year 4
Year four had a great start of learning in Term 4 !!
Our Book Week Parade was a
huge success!! It was amazing to
see the students and teachers
dressed up in so many different
characters.
In Literacy, Year four has been
exploring and creating poetry
using rhyme, alliteration and
other poetic devices. In Numeracy, we have been continuing
our journey with time and fractions. We have been looking at
digital and analogue clocks with both 12 and 24 hour time
format. In fractions, we have been exploring the equivalent
fractions and the connection between fraction and decimal
places. In Visual Arts, students have been working on Picasso’s
Cubism Art to create fantastic artworks.
In HASS, the focus is the sustainability unit. Students are
inquiring into many different ways to look after the
environment such as reusing items that will otherwise end up
in landfills. We’ll further learn to recycle materials properly into
the right bin so that they can be reused. Our Science unit is
‘Beneath Our Feet’. Students are learning about different kinds
of soils, rocks and landscapes. We are very fortunate to have
the virtual incursion from Geoscience Australia. Students had
a great opportunity to engage in the learning about the rocks
and the process of their formation. Geoscience Australia kindly
offered us different types of rocks to touch and feel. Students
were fascinated to see some rocks with fossils on it. This was a
fantastic opportunity for the students to really interact and
ask questions regarding rock and fossils.

Kind regards
Sharon, Nicola, Mohanjeet and Maree

Year 8 Market day
Year 8 will be running two market days for their HaSS classes in
Week 4- On Tuesday and Wednesday.
They will be creating their own businesses to run, selling real
goods and providing real services for
real money.
Open to Primary students break 1
Open to Highschool students in LINK
time.
Bring cash-preferably coins

Gungahlin Colleges production

GUNGAHLIN COLLEGE ARTS PROUDLY PRESENTS…
Covid restrictions getting you down? Desperate to get out of the house? Missing live music and theatre?
Well, we have the perfect event for you!
Take a toe-tapping trip back to the 90’s in the hilarious new musical POPSTARS and witness the epic battle
between Boyband vs Girlband on the Gungahlin College Theatre stage. Presented by the Musical & Stage
performance students and crewed by the Live Production Services students, this show is sure to delight!
Packed with smash hits from the hyper-coloured 1990's by artists such as THE SPICE GIRLS, BACKSTREET
BOYS, N*SYNC, BRITNEY SPEARS, CHRISTINA AGUILERA, MC HAMMER and many more.
POPSTARS is set in a school in the 1990's where Mark is head over heels in love with his girlfriend, ‘Queen
Bee’, Shannon Van de Witt. H
 owever, when Shannon learns that pop-band impresario Simon Austin is the
surprise judge at the State Talent Show she dumps him for her chance at showbiz stardom and Mark
rapidly goes from High School Hero to High School Zero. However, his garage band buddies rally around
him and soon a plan for revenge is hatched to change their grunge band to a boyband and snatch the
Talent Show title from Shannon’s ‘Candy Girls.’ There’s just one small problem... the boys can’t dance. To
address this ‘minor’ problem Mark enlists the help of the ultra-talented, new girl, Ella to help with their
boyband makeover and sparks soon fly. C
 an Mark get the girl, get the Grand Prize and get even with the
scheming Shannon closing in? It’s anyone’s guess as the countdown to the Grand Finale begins. It’s sure to
be one to remember…
DATES:
Tuesday, October 27 7:30PM
Wednesday, October 28 7:30PM (Cast 2)
Thursday, October 29 7:30PM (Dinner Show) **
Friday, October 30 7:30PM
Saturday, October 31 12:30AM - MATINEE (Cast 2)
Saturday, October 31 7:30PM
Location: Gungahlin College Theatre
Running time: Approximately 140 mins
Advisory Information: PG Rating
Warning: Smoke haze and flashing lights
Bookings for the evening performances: Stagecenta.com
Cost: Adults - $25, Concession - $15, Family - (2 Adults/ 2 Concession) $70
**Special Thursday evening DINNER SHOW: Available on Thursday, October 29, including a 3-course meal for only
$30/person plus your ticket price. Please book your tickets on stagecenta.com, then call the Gungahlin College
Front Office on 61421000 to pre-book and pay for your dining experience. Places are limited, so get in quick!
Further Information: Call Gungahlin Arts on 61421013 or email crystal.mahon@ed.act.edu.au

PBL Report
Welcome to Term 4! We will be focussing our teaching and
learning PBL expectations of ‘Safe’ for the next fortnight. This will
include ‘hands off, feet off’ and wearing our hats outside. There

are also a number of students from the high school and primary
school who will receive their PBL certificates in the coming weeks.
Lots of exciting things are going on for PBL at KSS this term.
Continue to watch this space for the news…

